
ELA/Lit Summer Enrichment 2020 

   5th Grade moving to 6th Grade 

 

Dear incoming 6th graders, 

 

 Congratulations upon completing 5th grade!  I know the last 

few months have been challenging on many levels, but you never 

stopped learning which is very important.  Be proud of how hard you 

tried under difficult circumstances. 

 

 Please review the summer reading assignment before your 

summer begins.  There are two parts to this assignment: (1) choose 

three books by one author, (2) write a researched biography about 

your chosen author.  Read the instructions carefully as all information 

is contained on the following pages.  Organizing your time becomes 

very important in 6th grade, and it will help you to focus and 

complete your work with low stress levels. 

 

This assignment was designed to keep you reading and thinking 

about literature.  It also encourages you to examine different 

experiences and events that might influence a writer.   We do quite 

a bit of text-based writing in ELA and Social Studies, so this will help 

you stay sharp in that skill.  Please make sure that your work is your 

own. 

 

This assignment will be due the first week we are back in school.  

I look forward to working with you in September! 

 

Enjoy your summer! 

Mrs. Mazur  



Summer Enrichment Project 

Mrs. Mazur, Grade 6 

 

Author Study 

To begin your author study, first you must choose an author. Choose an author from the 

list in this packet. Choose three or more novels written by your chosen author. At least 

two choices must be chapter novels. This author study includes two separate parts. 

Each part must be completed. 

 

1. Parts of a Story: For at least three novels that you have read, fill out a “Parts of a 

Story.” This is included in your packet.   

 

2. Biography of the Author: Research the life of your author. Describe their life, work as 

an author, and how their personal life affects their writing style. Use online resources, 

book resources, or any other resource to research the author’s life. (Do not use 

unreliable sources such as Wikipedia.) 

1. Complete cover page and citation page (contained in this packet)  

2. Introduction: Write an introduction paragraph that states the author and the 

novels they have written.  

3. Author’s style: Write at least one paragraph that describes the author’s style of 

writing. Include common themes seen throughout novels and other similarities 

seen in different novels.  

4. Influence: Write at least one paragraph that describes how the author’s life 

experiences might have influenced their writing style.  

5. Conclusion: Write a paragraph that restates the author, the novels that they 

have written, and summarizes their writing style.  

 

This should be written in 3rd person. (Cannot use pronouns I, me, my, you, we, us, our).  

There should not be any personal opinions in this essay. It should be factual.  



Authors 

Choose one of the following authors to complete your project. 

 

❖ Andrew Clements 

❖ Avi 

❖ Barbara Cooney 

❖ Brian Selznick 

❖ Caroline Cooney 

❖ Catherine Thimmesh 

❖ Chris Crutcher 

❖ Cornelia Funke 

❖ David Macaulay 

❖ Deborah Ellis 

❖ Doreen Rappaport 

❖ Gary Paulsen 

❖ Jane Yolen 

❖ Jaqueline Woodson 

❖ Jean Fritz 

❖ Jerry Spinelli 

❖ Jim Murphy 

❖ Joan Bauer 

❖ Joseph Bruchac 

❖ Judy Blume 

❖ Kadir Nelson 

❖ Kate Dicamillo 

❖ Kevin Henkes 

❖ Laurie Halse Anderson  

❖ Linda Sue Park  

❖ Lois Lowry 

❖ Naomi Shihab Nye 

❖ Patrick Carman 

❖ Sarah Weeks  

❖ Sharon M. Draper 

❖ Susan C. Bartoletti 

❖ Suzanne Collins 

❖ Virginia Hamilton 



Author Study 

(cover page) 

 

Name: ___________________________________ 

 

 

Author: ____________________________________________ 

 

 

Novels Read: 

❖  

❖  

❖  

❖  

❖  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page must be submitted with the project.  

  



 

Citation Page 

When researching your author, be sure to use reliable sources. Each source needs to be 

recorded in the following chart.  

Websites used for 

research: 

Write the URL for each website that you used to find 

information about your author. Example: 
www.scholastic.com/teachers/authors 

 

●   

●    

●   

●   

●   

●   

 

Books used for 

research: 

For each book source, include the title of the book, the 

author, and year it was published (copyright) 

 

Title: 

Author: 

Year Published: 

 

 

Title: 

Author: 

Year Published: 

 

 

Title: 

Author: 

Year Published: 

 

 

 

*This page must be included with the project. 



*This page must be submitted with the project.  

Parts of a Story 

For each novel you read, fill in the information below. 

This may be written in a listed or bulleted format. 

Author: Title:  

Characters: (Who are the main figures in 

the story?) 

Setting: (When and where does the story take 

place?) 

Conflict: (What was the main problem of 

the story?) 

Theme: (What is the moral or message the 

author is trying to tell?) 

Plot: (What are the main events of the story?)   In no more than three sentences per part, 

summarize the beginning, middle, and end of the novel.  

 

 

Beginning: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End: 

 

 

  



*This page must be submitted with the project.  

Parts of a Story 

For each novel you read, fill in the information below. 

This may be written in a listed or bulleted format. 

Author: Title:  

Characters: (Who are the main figures in 

the story?) 

Setting: (When and where does the story take 

place?) 

Conflict: (What was the main problem of 

the story?) 

Theme: (What is the moral or message the 

author is trying to tell?) 

Plot: (What are the main events of the story?)  In no more than three sentences per part, 

summarize the beginning, middle, and end of the novel.  

 

 

Beginning: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End: 

 

 

  



*This page must be submitted with project.  
Parts of a Story 

For each novel you read, fill in the information below. 

This may be written in a listed or bulleted format. 

Author: Title:  

Characters: (Who are the main figures in 

the story?) 

Setting: (When and where does the story take 

place?) 

Conflict: (What was the main problem of 

the story?) 

Theme: (What is the moral or message the 

author is trying to tell?) 

Plot: (What are the main events of the story?)  

In no more than three sentences per part, summarize the beginning, middle, and end of the 

novel.  

 

Beginning: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End: 

 

 



Checklist 

When you hand in your work in September, be sure to include the following: 

 

 

1.  Author study cover page (included in packet) 

2. Citation page (Included in packet) 

3. Three “Parts of a Story” sheets; each filled out accordingly for three separate books 

(included in packet) 

4. Author study essay 

 


